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The role of the Oversight Committee is to:

• provide recommendations on the strategy and 
direction of the BHF Data Science Centre (DSC) to the 
BHF and HDR UK Board

• review progress against key deliverables according to 
the centre’s strategic plan

• support the centre director and her team in achieving 
the centre’s goals

• advise on maintaining alignment of the centre’s 
activities to BHF strategy

• aid and support alignment with key partners and 
stakeholders

• advise on ways in which the centre’s national and 
international reach and reputation can be built and 
upheld.

Independent Chair Dr Louise Wood CBE
Director of Science at the Department of Health and 
Social Care and joint lead for the NIHR

Deputy Chair
(and HDR UK Board Member)

Prof Sir Alex Markham
Professor of Medicine at the University of Leeds and 
former Chief Executive of Cancer Research UK

BHF Medical Director
(permanent member)

Prof Sir Nilesh Samani

HDR UK Institute Director
(permanent member)

Prof Andrew Morris CBE

HDR UK Chief Executive
(permanent member)

Caroline Cake

Public Voice Representative Kelvin Pitman

Additional national and 
international members

Mike Standing
Head of Healthcare & Life Sciences EMEA, Deloitte

Dr Indra Joshi
Director of AI, NHSX

Prof Robert Harrington
Department of Medicine, Stanford University 

BHF Data Science Centre Oversight Committee



The BHF DSC Steering Group meets quarterly, providing scientific advice to the centre’s director.

BHF Data Science Centre Steering Group

Clinical academic expertise:

Prof Chris Gale Univ of Leeds (Cardiovascular data science and trials)

Prof Deborah Lawlor Univ of Bristol (Cardiovascular epidemiology and cohorts)

Prof Gavin Murphy Univ of Leicester (Cardiac Surgery Trials Initiative)

Prof Harry Hemingway Univ College London (HDR UK Human Phenome)

Prof Jamil Mayet Cardiovascular Health Informatics Collaborative

Prof John Danesh Univ of Cambridge (HDR UK Understanding Causes)

Prof Steffen Petersen Queen Mary Univ, London (Cardiac imaging)

Prof Martin Landray Univ of Oxford (HDR UK Clinical Trials)

Leads of professional societies and other relevant organisations:

Dr Matt Kearney UCL Partners, Primary Care

Dr Sonya Babu-Narayan Associate Medical Director, British Heart Foundation

Prof Peter Groves NICE / MHRA

Prof Simon Ray President, British Cardiovascular Society

Prof Rod Stables Director, BHF Clinical Research Collaborative

Prof Rustam Salman President, British Assoc of Stroke Physicians 

Data provider and associated expertise:

Carole Morris Public Health Scotland

Caroline Rogers Health Quality Improvement Partnership

Dr Michael Chapman NHS Digital

Prof David Cromwell National Vascular Registry, Royal Coll of Surgeons 

Prof John Deanfield Director, NICOR

Prof Martin James Lead, Sentinel Stroke National Audit Programme

Prof  Ronan Lyons SAIL Databank Wales & Swansea Univ (HDR UK Public Health)

HDR UK:

Ben Gordon Director of Hubs Programme, HDR UK

Lynn Morrice Director of Operations, BHF Data Science Centre 

BHF DSC staff Observe and provide secretariat

Optional attendees: 

Prof Andrew Morris Director, HDR UK

Prof Nilesh Samani Medical Director, BHF


